Regular Activities
Sunday

Gateway
March 2010

10.30am

Morning communion (third Sunday of every month)

11.00am

Morning worship

11.00am

TJC (The Junior Church) - younger persons’ groups

6.00pm

Evening communion (first Sunday of every month)

6.30pm

Evening worship

Emergency
Response: Haiti

6.30pm

Club 7/12* - ages 7-12, school year 3-7

R

7.45pm

YPF (Young People's Fellowship)* - age 12+

Tuesday

7.45pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting

Friday

10.30am

Coffee Break*

Monday

www.corringhamevangelical.co.uk

egular readers of the Gateway
will know that as a church we
support the Harrisons, a missionary
family based in Ecuador.
Martin
Harrison is a water engineer and
involved in projects to provide clean
drinking water to remote communities.
Recently his skills were urgently
needed in Haiti so he flew there with a
team of medics from HCJB (the
organisation he works for) and
Samaritan’s Purse.

bags, torches, tents and emergency
water filters.

* These activities do not run during the school holidays or on public holidays.
Haiti is the poorest country in the
Western hemisphere and 80% of the
population could not provide for their
own basic needs before the
earthquake so the event has obviously
had a disastrous impact on a huge
number of people’s lives.

Samaritan’s Purse chartered a DC-3
cargo plane from Missionary Flights
International (MFI) to transport supplies
such as water and water filters, food,
shelter materials, medical supplies and
other emergency needs to Port-auPrince.

The emergency response team was in
Haiti within three days of the
earthquake happening and began
immediately helping those in need at
the Baptist Haiti Mission Hospital in the
capital, Port-au-Prince.

Continued on Page 3

Film: Faith Like
Potatoes (Page 6)
—
Easter Saturday
Craft Café (Page 7)

While the primary goal was to bring
medical aid and clean water to the
injured, the team also addressed
people’s spiritual and practical needs.
HCJB Global and Samaritan's Purse
were able to supply medical items
and basic necessities such as sleeping
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Editor’s Letter

Contact Details

D

Address:
45 Fobbing Road,
Corringham,
Stanford-le-Hope,
Essex,
SS17 9BN

ear Reader,

My wife and have I
given up chocolate for
Lent. Those who know
us know that this is a
pretty massive thing for us as we’re
very partial to sitting down to watch a
bit of telly whilst munching on a bar of
Dairy Milk.

Telephone:
01375 642759
Website:
www.corringhamevangelical.co.uk

The next forty days (or so) are going to
be a struggle for us, and rightly so,
because that is the point of Lent.
We’ve made it slightly easier for
ourselves, however, because we’ve
decided that chocolate puddings
don’t really count!

E-mail:
editor@corringhamevangelical.co.uk
Corringham Evangelical Church is part
of the Union of Evangelical Churches,
which is associated with the Fellowship
of Independent Evangelical Churches
(FIEC).

We’ve got our reasons, but it did
cause me to consider whether we
sometimes try to make things easier for
ourselves by compromising.
Jesus himself didn’t compromise and
fasted completely for forty days and
nights. He did this to spend time in
prayer and to focus his reliance on His
Father’s strength.
Jesus was then
tempted by Satan, yet He didn’t
compromise.

The Craft Café
Easter Saturday (3rd April) from 2.00pm to 4.00pm

O

n Easter Saturday we are
running an activity afternoon
for everyone in the local area.
Activities that are already confirmed
as taking place are:
• Salt dough
• Jewellery making
• Lace making
• Greeting card design
• And more!
yourself. There really is no restriction
on age, ability or numbers.

We will have a range of activities
suitable for children and a café
where tea, coffee and cake will be
available.

Everything on the day will be
completely free, including
refreshments, so there is nothing to
hold you back!

There will be a separate space
where you can ask any questions
you’d like to about the Christian
faith; there is, however, no obligation
to take part in this.

If you want more information then
please contact Daren on (01375)
674077 or e-mail him at
daren@corringhamevangelical.co.u
k

We really want this to be a day
where people of all ages come into
the church and have fun so please
invite your friends and come along

Those of us who are weak (and I
include myself in that) would be
unlikely to have the strength to stand
after forty wearying days of fasting.
That is why it’s best to put our trust in
God and not in man!

Alternatively, just turn up at any point
on the afternoon and we’ll be glad
to spend some creative time with
you!

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish
you all a very happy Easter time.

FR
EE
!

The Gateway magazine is published
quarterly in March, June, September
and December. If you have an idea
for an article you would like to be
included then please contact the
editor outlining your story. The editor
reserves the right to edit or not to
publish any articles received.

Dave Partridge (Editor)
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Continued from Page 1
Martin wrote the following in one of his
blog posts during the trip:
It is now nine days since I arrived at
the Baptist Haiti Mission Hospital on the
edge of Port Au Prince as a member
of the HCJB Global emergency
response team. As I have interacted
with the Haitian people, whether
victims of the earthquake or medical
and technical professionals, I can only
marvel at their remarkable resilience in
the face of such devastation and
human tragedy. I work alongside
people who have lost homes, family
members and close friends, yet they
continue to push on relentlessly to
save as many lives as possible.

Friday 2nd April—7.30pm

O

from his foreman, the Buchan family
struggle to settle in a new country.
Faced with ever-mounting challenges,
hardships and personal turmoil, Angus
quickly spirals down into a life
consumed by anger, fear and
destruction. Based on events in the life
of Angus Buchan, the film weaves
together the moving journey of a man
who, like his potatoes, grows his faith,
unseen until the harvest.

n Good Friday we are extending
an open invitation to a showing
of the film Faith Like Potatoes. The film
will start at 7.30pm and there will be
no charge for entry.
Drinks and popcorn will be provided
but you’re welcome to bring along
any other snacks or drinks you’d like.
Faith Like Potatoes is a 2006 film based
on a book written by Angus Buchan of
the true story of the life of his family.

Whilst impressed with the speed at
which aid workers were able to get
into Haiti, it has been frustrating to
work with such limited supplies,
knowing that many of those essential
life-saving items are at the airport. I
truly hope there will be a post-disaster
investigation into the bottlenecks and
confusion surrounding the logistics of
delivering supplies to where they are
most needed. At the same time, I
realise that the scale of this disaster is
almost unprecedented and that Haiti
already suffered from very poor
infrastructure.

I have been equally impressed by the
incredible stamina and ingenuity
demonstrated by many of those
involved in the relief effort. The HCJB
Global surgeons who have given their
own blood in the middle of life saving
operations; nurses who improvise by
cutting casting pins in half to make
dwindling supplies go further; water
engineers who have used fish ponds
and emergency water filtration units to
produce life saving drinking water and
keep a hospital functioning.

The situation at the mission hospital is
much more stable now although the
frequent, strong aftershocks send cries
of panic around the wards
periodically. Samaritans Purse has sent
a team of doctors and surgeons to
supplement the efforts of HCJB Global.
This will enable much of the backlog
of patients lining the corridors and
filling store cupboards to be cleared
by the end of the month.

You don’t need to tell us in advance if
you want to come along, just show up
and enjoy the evening’s
entertainment.

Set in Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa, this
story is about a Zambian farmer who
leaves his farm in the midst of political
unrest and racially-charged land
reclaims and travels south with his
family to start a better life in South
Africa. With nothing more than a
caravan on a patch of land, and help

HCJB are planning to send a follow-up
team to Haiti over the next few
months and continue to welcome any
support that people can give them.
More information can be found on the
HSJB website (www.hcjb.org/haiti) or
the Harrison Family blog (www.latitude
-zero.blogspot.com).

Please note that the film is
classified as a 12 which
means it is suitable for
those aged twelve and
over.
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What is Believer’s Baptism?

I

f I were to ask the ‘man in the street’
whether they had been baptised, I
imagine that the majority of people
would say that they had. For most
people this happened when they
were a child, so why as a church do
we baptise people as adults, and
what significance does the process
have?

them to be a soldier when they have
never enlisted.
Also, although baptism is often linked
with salvation, the Bible never suggests
that we can experience a spiritual
change of heart by being baptised. A
person is not baptised to make him or
her a Christian but rather to outwardly
show that they are already a Christian.
There are no magical powers in
baptism: water can cleanse our hands
but not our heart.

We believe that baptism is something
that someone who is confronted with
the truth and becomes a Christian
should choose to do. The truth is that
Jesus Chri st li ved, died, was
resurrected and is exalted at the righthand of God. The truth is also that we
are sinners, who must repent in order
to be forgiven, and we must call on
the name of Lord for salvation.

In Matthew 28 the disciples received
the Great Commission, which was like
their mission statement as a group of
believers. Part of what Jesus said was
‘Therefore, go and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit.’ We can see in Acts
that the disciples followed this
command and did baptise people
who believed.

Acts 2:38 says: ‘Each of you must
repent of your sins and turn to God,
and be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.’
Baptism is a way of
expressing our faith in
Jesus Christ; it is a way
of showing others that a
change
has
taken
place.
The reason that we
baptise
people
as
adults is because in the
Bible baptism always
follows
belief.
To
baptise a person who
has never become a
true Christian is like
dressing someone in a
uniform and declaring
-4-

Supper (also known as communion),
which Jesus gave his disciples
whereby they could show their
allegiance to him, were soon known
as the sacraments. A sacrament seals
a promise made.
As Christians we promised to follow
Jesus when we were converted and
therefore we ought to look at baptism
as a step of dedication.
be dead to the power of sin and alive
to God through Christ Jesus.'
Being under the water signifies BURIAL
- as Christ was buried in the tomb so
we are demonstrating that our old
sinful life is being put out of sight
(buried). Our baptism becomes a kind
of funeral for our old life. Romans 6:4
says 'For we died and were buried with
Christ by baptism. And just as Christ
was raised from the dead by the
glorious power of the Father, now we
also may live new lives.'

Jesus himself identified with us as
sinners by his baptism in the Jordan by
John the Baptist; Jesus himself had no
need of baptism but went through the
process as an example to us.
When someone becomes a Christian
two things effectively happen: their
old life finishes and their completely
new life begins.
As a church we believe in baptism by
full immersion; this is where someone is
dipped fully under water and then
brought up again. It is colloquially
referred to as dunking!

Baptism
has
been
described as an outward
sign of an inward faith - this
is a simple but helpful
definition.
Faith is an
invisible, intangible thing
and needs to be expressed
in action.

Baptism by full immersion
these three things:

The oath sworn by a
Roman soldier to the
emperor was called in Latin
the sacramentum; it was a
way of showing a life
dedicated to the Emperor.
The two ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s

I

Coming out of the water signifies
RESURRECTION - as Christ rose from the
dead so we will be united with him in a
resurrection like his. Romans 6:5 says
'Since we have been united with him
in his death, we will also be raised to
life as he was.'

signifies

Going into the water signifies DEATH as we go down into the water we are
saying that just as Christ died for our
sins so we have died to sin ourselves
(i.e. we reject it). Romans 6:11 says 'So
you also should consider yourselves to

Baptism is not the end of the process
but merely the beginning of a new
chapter in a Christian’s life and holds
particular significance at this Easter
time of year.

f you‘d like to read more about what the Bible says about baptism then we
have copies of Mark’s Gospel to give away to anybody that would like one.
Alternatively, come along to one of our Easter services to hear the Easter story .
Simply send us an e-mail (editor@corringhamevangelical.co.uk), pop a note
through the church door (45 Fobbing Road) or leave a message on the church
answering phone (01375 642759) with your name and address and we’ll get one
to you as quickly as we can!
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