Regular Activities
Sunday

10.30am

Morning communion (third Sunday of every month)

11.00am

Morning worship

11.00am

TJC (The Junior Church) - younger persons’ groups

6.00pm

Evening communion (first Sunday of every month)

6.30pm

Evening worship

Monday

6.30pm

Club 7/12* - ages 7-12, school year 3-7

Tuesday

7.15pm

Bible Study & Prayer Meeting

Wednesday 10.00am

Tot Spot (parent and toddler group)*

11.00am

Open Church*

12.00pm

Women's Bible Study (second and fourth Wednesday of
every month)

Thursday

7.00pm

Fuse* - ages 11+

Friday

10.30am

Coffee Break*

* These activities do not run during the school holidays or on public holidays.
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Easter Nostalgia

W

share the beautiful redemptive story of
a God that wanted to save his
children. They told me that this saviour
was wanting to have a relationship
with me too—even in my hurt, my
brokenness, my hard time with my
parents (ask anyone from the youth
group at the time—I was grounded A
LOT as a teenager!).

henever I walk through the doors
of Corringham Evangelical
Church I have these butterfly feelings
that swirl in my tummy. This is the
church I grew up in from four years
old. The one where I found another
family; the one where I found Jesus.
These church doors are the entrance
to another world for me, at least they
were from the ages of 4-16 years old.
Being raised in a non-Christian home,
with parents that didn't exactly delight
in the fact that i was growing eager to
be a bigger part of this church, I just
needed a place to be… well, me.

I fondly remember Easter in our
church—it's my Easter nostalgia.
I
remember the claymation videos we
made together, the silly games, the
howling laughter with a group of
friends, Easter egg hunts, as well as so
many more things. We would huddle
tightly in the small ‘Bible School’ room,
have discussions and hear more about
what this man Jesus did for us on the
cross. I really believe the presence of
God dwells in that place.

This place that you may now call your
home church holds over ten years of
nostalgia for me. Coming back to visit
from Canada (where I now live), I can
never resist the urge to visit, to see
those people that helped changed
my life, to be around those people
that invested in me and were willing to

And as much as we try and celebrate
what Easter is really about—Jesus
giving us new life—the world often tries
to divert our attention to cute bunnies,
and chocolate, Creme Eggs and fluffy
chicks. We all sometimes are too
ready to absorb the worldly Easter that
floods our stores and TVs each year.
But in this church, your church... my
Continued on page 3
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Editor’s Letter

D

Contact Details

ear Reader,

Address:
45 Fobbing Road,
Corringham,
Stanford-le-Hope,
Essex,
SS17 9BN

I love Easter. It’s not just
the unseemly amount of
chocolate and extra
few days off work that I
enjoy (although I admit that is quite
appealing!) but it’s the fact that it’s
the most important Christian festival of
the year (in my opinion).

Telephone:
(01375) 642759

Brand new website

W

with more photos and information to
make it even more attractive and
useful.

e’ve recently relaunched our
church website and it’s now
completely accessible on both a
mobile phone and tablet computer.

The website address is still
www.corringhamevangelical.co.uk
and we would welcome any
feedback you’ve got, either through e
-mail, Facebook, Twitter or in person.
Alternatively, why not scan the QR
code below and take a look?

The website still features podcasts, a
calendar, latest news, and details of
all of the clubs, groups and services
that we offer. Over the next few
weeks we will also be updating the site

Website:
www.corringhamevangelical.co.uk

For many people Christmas is key
because we celebrate the birth of
Jesus, but ultimately Jesus came to
earth to die to save the world from
their sins. That was his mission. We
wouldn’t have Easter wi thout
Christmas, but without Easter we
wouldn’t have the opportunity to
experience eternal life with God.

Facebook:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
corringhamevangelical
Twitter:
www.twitter.com/CorringhamEvan
E-mail:
editor@corringhamevangelical.co.uk

John 11:25-26 says 'Jesus said to her, "I
am the resurrection and the life. He
who believes in me will live, even
though he dies; and whoever lives
and believes in me will never die.'

Corringham Evangelical Church is part
of the Union of Evangelical Churches,
which is associated with the Fellowship
of Independent Evangelical Churches
(FIEC).

We will have a reflective service on
Good Friday (29th March) at 10.00am
thinking about the sacrifice that Jesus
made, and then on Easter Sunday
(31st March) at 11.00am we will have
a celebration of the resurrection.
Visitors are always welcome and I’d
encourage you to join us to celebrate
the true meaning of Easter.

Truffle Making Workshop

C

orringham Evangelical Church
would like to invite you to a Truffle
Making Workshop on the evening of

Good Friday (29th March) at 7.30pm.
There will be an opportunity to learn
about how to decorate chocolate
truffles, followed by refreshments and
a short talk about the real meaning of
Easter.
This event is available on a first come,
first served basis and is expected to be
p o p u l a r s o e a r l y bo o k i n g i s
recommended. There is a suggested
donation of £2.50 per person to cover
the cost of ingredients.

I would like to take this opportunity to
wish you a very happy Easter.
Best wishes,

The Gateway magazine is published
quarterly in March, June, September
and December.

Dave Partridge (Editor)
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Please send an e-mai l
to
truffles@corringhamevangelical.co.uk
to secure your place.
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All change!

one of us need reminding that we
live in a time of rapid change. I
for one, have real problems keeping
up with new technology and the
gadgetry that we are told is “oh so
necessary.”
My family have been
known to break a small smile when
they see me attempting to tackle
Twitter, and as for discovering
defragging, I fear I am sadly lacking.
Of course, it’s not just gadgets that are
proliferating; the ways and means of
communicating seem to be breeding
daily. We no longer need to take the
old-fashioned route of picking up the
telephone; we can text, email, tweet,
press the red button and probably lots
of other ways that I’m yet to be aware
of.

bodies changing, as well as those
around us. How quickly does a small,
dependant baby change and
develop to be able to smile and
respond to their parents with earnest
babble and chatter. At the other end
of the spectrum (many years later) we
see our eyesight declining and our
bodies unable to cope with tasks that
we once took for granted. Despite
the cosmetic industry’s efforts we just
cannot make time stand still or halt the
effects of change.
God however never has, and never
will change.
Psalm 102 says ‘In the
beginning You [God] laid the
foundations of the earth, and the
heavens are the work of Your hands.
They will perish, but You remain, they
will all wear out like a garment. Like
clothing You will change them and
they will be discarded. But You remain
the same, and Your years will never
end.’ How marvellous to know that
this earth and everything in it is
changing and yet, it’s creator and
sculptor, God Almighty, remains
constant. The best change of all is
when we accept the truth of God’s
forgiveness through the death of Jesus
Christ and we can have a change in
our lives that will give us eternal
peace. I sincerely hope and pray that
you will seek this change.

The environment around us is
changing rapidly too. You can’t have
failed to have noticed the roadworks
on the Manorway and A13, as the
local infrastructure is changed to
accommodate the growing traffic
needs. None of us like sitting in traffic
each morning and I’m sure the
workforce haven’t enjoyed battling
against the mud and fumes in the
second wettest autumn since records
began.
However unpleasant this
transition is, we all know that
eventually local people will benefit
from the improved road network. How
many of us complained about the
trauma of the roadworks at Sadlers
Farm, but marvel at the clear,
straightforward journey that we can
now take to Chelmsford (A12
permitting)?

Penny Partridge

Continued from page 1
church... our church, His church, the
message was clear. Jesus died. And
He died for you and me. He died this
horrific death, turned on by a people
that just before had praised his name.
He took the beating for me.
He
literally took my sin and heaped it on
himself. They may have thought that
they murdered him, but let’s be
honest—our Jesus made a choice. He
chose to die. He chose you. He first
loved you. At any given moment He
could have got off that cross, and said
"Hey, look! I told you I was the Son of
God". But He didn't. That's how much
He loves you.
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So my Easter nostalgia is often a walk
down memory lane: the giggles, the
inside jokes, the amazing
family that I had around
me
in
C o r r i n gh a m
Evangelical Church. But
what has stood the test of
time is that this church you
can now sit in housed the
new life Jesus offered me
at thirteen years old.

Remember as a kid when
your parents would say "I
love you this much" and
they wold stretch their
hands as wide as they
could? I envision Jesus
doing that in my prayers
sometimes. Hung on a cross he looks
at me, and you, straight in the eyes,
His arms stretched as far as he can—
nail to nail. And he says softly "I love
you this much". Wow!

Here I am, 28 years old married to a
man that loves to worship Jesus, and I
get the honour of raising my son to
know the revolutionary message of
Christ.

And if you thought the story stops
there, it doesn't! It's like he walks out of
the tomb after being dead for three
days and says to us triumphantly"death couldn't hold me down—I
really really love you my child".

I truly believe that if it hadn't been for
the little brick church on Fobbing
Road I would not be where I am. As a
youth pastor I now get to share the
same love of Christ that the YPF
leaders shared with me.

He overcame death so that you could
stare death in the face one day, and
say "Off with you death! My saviour
already took that for me, you have no
sting here".
HOW

Of course we can all see our own

completely life transforming?
How
radical? How awestruck should we
remain for all our days that we get to
live in the truth that we are saved.
And what's mind-blowing is that Jesus
doesn't have some qualifications you
need to have to be loved by him. You
can come in your dirt, brokenness, sin,
depression, the worst things you have
ever done, and he will take you as you
are, in all your shame, and sin and
take it for you.
In fact the only
qualification is that you need Him.
That's it. It's free for the taking.

AMAZING

IS

THAT?

Join me in spirit, even though we are
an ocean apart, in remembering while
we munch on a Creme Egg that Jesus
is bigger than we could ever imagine!

How

Danielle Stobbs-Gallipeau
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Praise Party

D

Lent—what’s it all about?

M

oug Horley (aka Duggie Dug Dug)
is coming to Corringham! Doug is
a Christian worship leader, song writer
and children’s evangelist. We're really
excited that Doug and his team are
going to be hosting an evening of fun
with live music, dancing, puppets and
praise.
The evening will take place on
Saturday 11th May between 6.00pm
and 7.30pm and we want you to be
there.

Further details on the event can be
seen
on
our
website
www.corringhamevangelical.co.uk/
dug - and you can find out more
about Doug Horley on his website www.duggiedugdug.co.uk.

Tickets are only £2.50 for children aged
2-15 and all children need to be
accompanied by an adult (who will
need a free ticket).

Youth Training Seminar

I

n addition to the Praise Party, Doug
will be providing a practical
workshop in a two hour afternoon
seminar, with the opportunity for
people to participate in a live puppet
production during the evening’s Praise
Party. The seminar will take place from
2.00pm to 4.00pm.
‘Worship for 21st Century Kids’ looks at
the culture young people are growing
up in, the influences they are exposed
to, and how we can take note of
these to ensure we stay relevant to our
children in our praise and worship. It is
packed full of practical ideas for
keeping our young people interested
and includes a very practical ‘how to’
section on leading worship.

children’ to help them go deeper with
God in prayer and worship and he will
share some stories of the kind of things
he has seen happen as children
connect with God.
Tickets to the training seminar cost
£7.50 each and can be bought on our
website.

Doug will talk about ‘journeying with
-4-

any of you will be aware that
Lent is a time during which
Christians forgo a luxury item or
foodstuff, for example chocolate or
coffee. The length of time Christians
deny themselves is from Ash
Wednesday through to Easter Sunday
morning. The number of days is fortysix but some Christians do not include
the Sunday as part of their fasting
meaning forty days of denying oneself
the luxury.

lays at the breaking of the self-inflicted
fast – that is Easter Sunday. The time of
Easter is the most important of the
Christian faith when Jesus, after His
three years of teaching was crucified
and died even though he had
committed no crime.
He was
innocent and perfect and yet willingly
sacrificed himself so that the whole of
the world has the chance to have life
everlasting should you accept it and
thus avoid hell when you die.

The reason for choosing this particular
timeframe is twofold. For the first
reason we must turn to the Bible and
the first book of the New Testament –
Matthew. In Chapter 4 and verses 1
and 2 we read that Jesus came to the
desert places in Israel and he spent
forty days and forty nights there
without any food. Now this was a
miraculous fast because it is impossible
to not have any sustenance for that
length of time, especially so in a harsh
place such as the desert.

This time of Easter is the pinnacle and
the crux of the whole Christian faith
and so Christians deny themselves just
before this time to help focus their
minds on exactly what it is that has
been freely given from the Creator
and author of the world.
There is one more aspect of Lent
which is important for the Christian.
The devil hates those who follow Christ
Jesus and he will employ every
method he can to tempt and to drag
them away from their Christian belief
but Christians use the time of Lent to
steel themselves against the devil’s
future actions, much like Jesus steeled
himself for the coming time of his
ministry.

Jesus used this time in the desert as a
preparation for his ministry for the next
three years. It would have forced Him
to rely on God for his survival. It would
have focused His mind on heavenly
things and steeled his mind for the
coming time. Christians use Lent to
mimic the Lord Jesus in His time in the
desert so that by denying
their bodies something it
will help to focus their
mind each day on God
and His plan for them.

If you would like to know more about
anything in this article please come
along to church on Sunday and in
particular over the Easter
period where we will be
happy to discuss it with
you further.
Jon Clarke

The second reason for
Lent being when it is,
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